Being a Master Learner using Google Reader

Overview: Setting up and using an online news reader

Google Reader allows you to view multiple blogs and the full text all in one window. It will also keep track of which articles you have read. There are many blog readers (bloglines, feedreader) but with so many Google tools at your finger tips, it may be a good idea to just stick with one service.
This hands-on element of the workshop covers creating a 1) Google account, 2) adding a news feed to Google Reader, and 3) seeing how you can use this for your own personal development. 

Why RSS / News Feeds?

RSS is a simple way of serving and receiving lists of links to web pages. These are often news or blog articles, but can in fact be lists of anything, especially lists that change over time. RSS is short for ‘Really Simple Syndication’ and web pages often contain an RSS icon or link that will contain the web address of the news feed for that page or site. News feeds are useful as they save you visiting each web site individually and having to look for any new information manually.

Creating a Google Account
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a. Open Internet Explorer

b. Go to www.google.com 

c. Click on ‘sign in’ and then ‘Create an Account Now’ 
d. Complete the registration form.

· Use your school email address
· You will need to agree to Google’s terms of service 
e. You will be sent an e-mail to verify your e-mail address. Log in to your e-mail account and you’ll see a new message from Google. Click on the link contained in the e-mail to verify your e-mail address. Note: If you are unable to
verify your e-mail address immediately then you will be able

to continue using Google Reader with ‘limited access’.

f. Go back to Internet Explorer and log into www.google.com 
g. You’ll notice on the upper left Google Options.  Reader is probably not one of them, but the more you use it, the more likely it is that it will show up at the top.  Otherwise, go more and click the down arrow.
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 Using Google Reader
Most web pages can be subscribed to in Google Reader just by their web address.  So, in Google Reader, go to the top where it says Add a subscription:
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Here’s an example of what you might see: http://ascd.typepad.com/blog/ 

Click on the button and type in these other web addresses:

· http://historytech.wordpress.com/
· http://hcpssocialstudies.com/mikehasley/
· http://blog.mrmeyer.com/
· http://ascd.typepad.com/ 

· http://www.freetech4teachers.com/ 

· http://larrycuban.wordpress.com/
In a few moments, you should start seeing articles appear in the right hand window.
There is a lot you can do with an article in your reader:
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You can click the star, and it will always stay in your Google Reader, for those times you may want to re-read your article later.
· Share, if you’ve added Friends, anytime you click this icon, the article will appear in the other person’s reader

· Share with a note, same as above, but you can leave a comment

· You can email the post

· Keep unread is another way to keep a post for reading later.
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Add tags, you can categorize your posts, so later, you can quickly find posts.

Add Friends
On the left, you’ll see a link for Sharing Settings. 
Type in any email address, then that person will receive your shared items.
Personal or Professional Learning Communities

The goal of using Google Reader is to learn and share.  This can be just for you or a group of educators you work with.  Complete the following steps, and you’re well on your way to becoming a master learner:

1. Find sites you can learn from and subscribe to them.  Use Google Reader to find similar sites.

2. Find time to read.

3. Read what others are reading.  If you find a blog you like, see if the author has a Google reader and follow them.

4. Find a group you can share with at school or even think more globally.  Can your department use this tool? Principals from other schools in Henrico? Librarians in the state?  Create a group and follow each other in Google Reader.

5. Share items you feel are worthwhile.  Add notes for comment.

6. Create a blog for yourself or a social network (Ning, Facebook, Wack Wall) where everyone can leave messages.  Do whatever you need to share ideas and leadership.
7. Find ways to incorporate Google Reader to your students.  Have them create PLCs and present what they learn to their class.  Share what you read to your students.

8. Share what worked.  Reflect on what worked.
Other things you can do with Reader:
1. Search: Use the Search box at the top to search for topics within your subscriptions

2. Tag your subscriptions to organize them (content, or as Must Read)

3. Install Google Gears, http://gears.google.com/, to read offline (non-HCPS laptops)

4. Use this in iGoogle

5. Keyboard shortcuts

a. R: refresh

b. S: star

c. T: tag

6. http://googlereader.blogspot.com/ gives new ideas and uses

7. Use Reader Settings to personalize

a. Send to: set it up so that you automatically can send what you read to Facebook, Twitter, Delicious, and other sites.
